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Presidentôs Message  - October 2013 

It is with great excitement that on behalf of the Board of 

Directors I am able to announce that the Satir Institute of 

the Pacific (SIP) will be hosting an international conference 

in honour of Virginia Satirôs 100th birthday in 2016, her 

own evolution, her work and her teachings.  The Satir 

celebration conference entitled ñBecoming More Fully 

Human:  The Evolutionò will take place on Friday June 

24th to and including Sunday June 26th, 2016.  On the 

evening of Saturday June 25th, 2016 a birthday gala dinner 

will take place.  Negotiations are currently concluding for 

the whole event to take place at the Sheraton Hotel in 

Guildford, Surrey, BC.  Further details will follow when 

they become available.  The conference chair is Corrinna 

Douglas and the program chair Kathlyne Maki-Banmen, our 

new Director of Training. 

 

The conference will be open to any individual within the 

therapeutic/helping profession.  As leaders and individuals 

from across the world gather together at the conference in 

fellowship, training, facilitating and networking, the 

conference promises to provide a very rich experience for 

all participants.  It is our hope and desire that the conference 

will have a significant impact on the Satir community 

worldwide. Anticipating approximately 375 participants, 

SIP recognizes the magnitude of the potential for 

connecting with others and promoting the teachings of 

Virginia Satir as they continue to evolve. 

 

Immediately prior to the conference, SIP, as previously 

announced, is hosting a three day Satir World Leadership 

Retreat at Rosemary Heights, Surrey, BC arrivals taking 

place on Sunday June 19th and ending on Wednesday June 

22nd. 2016 I am acting as Chair of this event and Linda 
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Lucas will be the program chair. It is our expectation that most of these invited individuals will also be 

attending the conference.   

After the conference, there will be two nine or ten day residential training programs beginning on Tuesday June 

28th, 2016 at Rosemary Heights, Surrey, BC.  Initial plans include a Master Class with Dr. John Banmen and a 

Level Three program focusing on various applications of the Satir Model. 

The Board is confident that SIP can successfully plan and manage these events with the help of our many 

members and friends around the world.  We are fortunate to have a solid (but limited) financial base for our 

Treasurer, Betty Conroy, to work with, and an experienced administrator in Cindi Mueller to assist with the 

management of these events.  We will be seeking sponsors for the event.  We will also be relying heavily on 

each of you as members to volunteer your talents and skills in the next two and a half years to make these 

events a resounding success for the Satir community worldwide.  We will let you know of volunteer 

opportunities as they arise and more details become available. 

Dr. Steven Bentheim ïAn Appreciation. 

It was with sadness that SIP learnt the news that Dr. Steven Bentheim was suffering from brain cancer and has 

now passed away.  Steve approached the SIP Board some years ago with an idea for a Satir Journal that would 

reach both practitioners and the academic world.  After some negotiation and further development of the idea 

Steve was contracted by SIP to become the Founding Editor of this new journal.  He served as Editor from 

2006 to 2010.  During that time due in large part to his dedication, drive and determination 10 issues of the 

journal were published. Thus he made it possible for some 35 articles to be added to the published Satir 

literature.  A measure of his contribution might be seen in the statistics from the EBSCO databases that carry 

the Satir Journal and are available in most Universities and Colleges worldwide.  During just one quarter from 

July 1st, 2012 to September 30th, 2012 these stats show that there were 772 hits on 22 articles in the Journal in 

172 Universities/Colleges in 27 countries.  Thank you, Steve, for your ongoing contribution to the Satir Model 

and your commitment using your skills and talents to sharing these ideas. You are greatly appreciated for what 

you achieved. 

Michael T. Callaghan ,   S.I.P President October 1st 2013 

  

 

 

P.S. ñGail Franklin and I 

attended Steve's burial service in 

Victoria. There were some 

messages from Satir colleagues 

and I read the above appreciation 

of Steve for his work." 
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Last day of the Master Class July 2013 
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Dr. John Banmenôs Master Class: Limitless within Limits 
By Carolyn Nesbitt 

 

 

 

What is your purpose in life?   

                  What are you bringing to this planet? 

   Who are you to yourself? 
 

These and other questions like them became the focus of our weeklong 

retreat with John. Like other 

workshops, we spent our class-

time learning experientially.  We 

also used our downtime for quiet 

self-reflection. 
 

How is the world better because I 

am in it? 

This is the question I grappled 

with.  As you can imagine, my own 

personal journey throughout the 

week was intense.  It felt like an 

exhausting struggle at the level of 

existence.  Why bother being on this planet at all?  What is 

the point?   

 

I came out with a profound desire to be generous - to myself and to those whose lives I touch. 
 

Part of the delight of my experience was deeply interacting with participants from many countries.  As 

dyads and triads formed and reformed with every new exercise, we delved deeper into our own 

selves and bore witness to our partnersô processes as well.  Satirôs assertion, that ñWe connect with 

sameness and grow with our differencesò, was palpably evident.    
 

The week was wonderfully long and deep and too short and just skimming the surface.  I am left with 

a smile when I think of the individuals who touched my life and allowed me into theirs, a flowing 

sense of peace, and an urgent questing for where I want to go - both inside and in giving. 
 

I have deep, deep gratitude for John and the effort he makes to heal the world one human at a time.  

Carolyn Nesbitt 

Above- A more than 
usual spiritual triad. 

Right ɀOur Master class 
leader, John Banmen 
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Good friends saying Goodbye 



 

 

The Asian contingent did some dancing and a 
wonderful skit for us on the last night. 

 

 

 

 

 

4ÈÅ ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓ Ȱ$ÏÎÁ .ÏÂÉÓ 0ÁÒÃÈÅÍȱ 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÓÓ ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓ Ȱ3ÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÔÔÙ 
ÇÉÒÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÒÒÏÒȱ 
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 Madeleine and Robin led the auction. 
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The participants who helped raise over $2,000 dollars for scholarships to intensive classes 
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 3ÃÕÌÐÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÁÉÎ ÉÎ #ÏÌÌÅÅÎ -ÕÒÐÈÙȭÓ ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÎÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÁÉÎ 
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Quiet moments in Dyads 


